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(54) IMAGE READER 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image reader 
with an improved processing speed and improved 
reliability while keeping accuracy of a read image by 
conducting shading correction only as required. 
SOLUTION: In the case of conducting continuous 
copying, a fluorescent light 3 is turned on and lights up a 
shading white background while a 1st mirror unit 4 is at a 
standstill at a position 9 to receive luminous quantity 
distribution data in the lengthwise direction. When the 
shading is finished, the 1st mirror unit 4 is moved to a 
tip 10 of an image to start reading, and bits of a CCD 7 
at the outside of the image area are used to detect a 
luminous quantity of the light source reflected on the 
white background 18. When the reading is finished and 
the change in the luminous quantity exceeds a 
prescribed quantity, the unit 4 is moved back to a home 
position 9 and the luminous quantity distribution data are 
taken again. On the other hand, when the reading is 
finished and the change in the luminous quantity is less 

than a prescribed quantity, the unit 4 is not moved back to the home position 9 but stopped at 
a position of the image tip 10 and reading is resumed. 
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